
I have stated repeatedly, and to anyone 
who cares to listen, that my aim for 
Wellington School is a very simple one; 
to be the highest achieving school in 
Trafford and a beacon of excellence 
acknowledged much further afield.  

By achievement, of course, I mean 
examination results and the academic 
progress made by students, and that 
has to remain our priority, but I also 
refer to success on the sports’ field, 
on the stage, in the concert hall, in 
social terms and in every other aspect 
of school life.  Truly, ‘Excellence in 
Everything’.

My confidence in the future success of 
Wellington School stems in no small 
way from the professionalism and 
dedication of our staff and with that in 
mind, I am delighted to announce the 
following appointments: -

Staffing News
Welcome to Mrs Gregory (Deputy 
Headteacher and Science) and Mr 
Holt (Assistant Headteacher and 
Geography) who join the Senior 
Leadership Team from Loreto Grammar 
School and Wright Robinson High 
School respectively; Mrs Lewis, who 
joins the Maths Department as Key 
Stage and Intervention Co-ordinator; 
Mrs Young, who joins Geography as 
Second in Department; Miss Eggleton 
and Mrs Gordon who join the English 
and MFL Departments respectively.  We 
also welcome Mr Armstrong, Maths; 
Miss Gill, PSHE / Psychology / RE; Mr 
Gubbins, Boys’ PE; Mr Hayes, Science; 
Miss Hudson, Design Technology; Miss 
McEnroe, History and Miss Workman, 
Science.

We now have a full set of Pastoral 
Managers supporting the Directors of 
Year.  Mr Pinkerton moves up with his 
Year Group into Year 10; Mrs Haley will 
be working alongside Miss Tidbury in 
Year 7 and I am delighted to announce 
the appointments of Mr Webb, Mr 
Woods and Mr O’Rourke, who will be 
Pastoral Managers for Years 8, 9 and 11 
respectively.  

Mr Taylor joins us from Cedar Mount 
in Manchester as Inclusion Manager 
and Miss Bellini took up the post of 
Classroom Assistant at the end of last 
term.  Mrs Roberts joins the Academy 

Business Centre as Secretarial and 
Administrative Assistant.

Changes to the roles of existing 
staff are as follows: as mentioned 
previously, Miss Tidbury becomes 
Director of Year 7; Mr R Williams 
becomes Director of Year 8; Mrs Booth 
has been appointed Head of Design 
Technology; Mr Gerschler has been 
appointed Second in History following 
the departure of Miss Thornton, and 
Miss Grey becomes Assistant Head 
of Sixth Form in addition to her role 
as Head of Art. Mrs Mildenstein 
moves from her role as Technology 
Technician to Classroom Assistant.                                                                                                                                       
                                                                             
Congratulations to our three newly-
weds: Miss Keenan who became Mrs 
Stephens; Miss Clarke who became Mrs 
Chard and Miss Ramsay who became 
Mrs Clark during the Summer holidays.

Building Work
Much work has taken place during 
the Summer break to continue the 
programme of upgrading and improving 
facilities for our students.  This has 
included extensive remodelling and 
refurbishment of the Sixth Form 
providing our students with a facility 
that is second-to-none; the Design 
Technology Department has been 
equipped with a new ICT suite;  Year 
8 / 9 and Year 10 / 11 Girls’ toilets 
have been completely refitted with 
new toilets, washbasins, flooring and 
hand dryers.  New windows have been 
installed in Rooms 20 and 21 and 
painting and redecoration through 
areas of the Vale and Gloucester 
Buildings has also taken place.  The 
Academy Business Centre housing the 
Estates Director, the Executive Academy 
Director, Finance Manager and several 
other administrative staff has been 
completed.
 
Finally, I have slightly delayed sending 
this newsletter to you in order to 
include pictures further on in the 
newsletter, of our brand new Sports 
Teams kits, purchased from funds 
raised by the Parent Staff Association - 
take a look, I’m sure you will agree they 
were worth waiting for.
 
Mr S P Beeley
Headteacher
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It is with great excitement and eagerness that I assume the Headship of our 
‘Outstanding’ School.  It is also a huge honour, and perhaps an even greater 
challenge, to follow in the footsteps of Mrs Armstrong and her predecessor, 
Mr Watson.  I am, however, extremely confident that in partnership with our 
wonderful students and parents we will see Wellington School go from strength 
to strength in the coming years.

A U T U M N  T E R M  N E W S L E T T E R

Examination Results

I am delighted to report that 2012 sees a 
continuation of the excellent examination results 
achieved by our students over the last few years.  
Once again Wellington students outperformed 
schools both locally and nationally.

71% of Year 11 students achieved 5 or more subjects at 
A* - C including English and Maths, which is the national 
benchmark for GCSE attainment, and the School’s best 
ever results.  Particularly pleasing was the ongoing 
improvement shown in the core subjects of English (both 
language and literature), Maths, Science and MFL.  This, 
of course, is against a back-drop of examination marking 
controversy and lower results nationally. Many of our 
students have now settled into the Sixth Form at Wellington 
to begin A Level courses.  

Year 13 students maintained the high standards we’ve 
come to expect with 98% of grades at A*-E with 40% at A*-
B.  All students who elected to do so have gained a place 
at university.
Year 12 students achieved our best ever AS results with 
92% A-E, so we expect a ‘bumper’ year in 2013.  No 
pressure, ladies and gents!

Individual success stories are too numerous to mention 
but I would like to say that these results reflect the hard 
work and commitment of students and all staff at the 
School, both teaching and non teaching, ably supported 
of course by parents.  I am delighted that the class of 2012 
have taken advantage of the opportunities presented to 
them at Wellington and 
have worked with an 
exceptional group of 
staff to produce these 
outstanding results.

Well done to the 
Class(es) of 2012 - 
we are proud of you.
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Best of British

Year 9 pupils 
created these 
stunning panels 
for Awards Evening 
at the Bridgewater 
Hall.

The theme was Best of British and featured classic images to represent Great Britain (including the Wellington School badge!!!) and a 
skyline of British landmarks.

The work is now on display in the Watson Hall.  Well done to the Year 9 pupils who created this wonderful work.
Miss Grey

You will all be aware that Wellington School always looks 
immaculate, but on Open Morning there is that extra little ‘wow’ 
factor and this year was no different.  In fact, it seemed staff and 
students this year even exceeded their usual exceptionally high 
standards.

Open Morning

Every Department was again 
represented, creating displays and 
providing interactive activities and 
demonstrations for our visitors, 
predominantly Year 5 students from 
local primary schools and their 
parents.  They really did get a flavour 
of how we try to live out the School’s 
motto of ‘Excellence in Everything’.

There were, of course, too many 
activities and highlights to mention, 
ranging from the ‘assault course’ 
in Maths to watching the ‘Battle of 
Hastings’ unfold before our eyes!  Something for everyone’s tastes!  Talking of tastes, I arrived in 
Technology just after the cakes ran out!

We were delighted to have welcomed a record number of visitors through our doors on Open 
Morning, which reflects the outstanding and growing reputation of Wellington in the local area.

A huge well done and thank you to all the tour guides, helpers and staff who made it such a 
successful and enjoyable morning.

Mr S P  Beeley

Art Department News
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Art Department News A-level Exam work
Just when you thought it couldn’t get any 
better! The A-level students have pulled it 
out of the bag again!!!

The work created for their 
examination was amazing,  
We were really proud of the 
standard of their work and 
the techniques applied.

The themes explored 
were varied and their 
interpretations were 
imaginative and inspired.

Well done on all your 
hardwork, it’s certainly 
paid off!

Miss Grey & Mrs Kearney

Bags	Of	Talent	
Who	needs	a	designer	handbag	to	
celebrate	the	Olympics	when	Year	8	
pupils	are	creating	these	beauties!!!

Inspired	by	this	summer’s	Olympics,	pupils	
have	used	Photoshop	to	design	and	create	
these	fabulous	bags.	

I	certainly	wouldn’t	mind	being	seen	with	
one	of	these!	

Mrs	Kearney

Wellington School

9.0 Paintings
9.0 have completed the year 
by producing these STUNNING 
paintings influenced by the 
work of Robert Indiana. 

They have worked incredibly hard on these 
pieces and that hard work has definitely 
paid off. Well done 9.0!!

All around the world 
In July, pupils from Well Green Primary 
school visited Wellington’s Art 
Department.  

During their creative week at Primary 
School they learnt about different 
cultures from around the world. They 
visited Wellington and summed up 
everything they knew by creating 
this massive mural. All pupils worked 
together, some painting flags, some 
drawing the word ‘Hello’ in many 
different languages and others looking at 
cultural patterns. 
Well done to everyone who took part!

Don’t stop the music!

During the Summer Term, Year 9 pupils completed 
an independent homework project based on 
Music.  

Pupils researched 
the work of 
Peter Blake and 
created their 
own band, 
designing 
album art work 
and exploring 
typography. 
Pupils also 
produced some 
observational 
drawings of 
their own 
favourite band or artist. Well done to Year 9 for their 
hard work but a special mention goes to Jessica Ronan for 
this fantastic drawing!
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Creepy Crawlies
To celebrate this years 
National Arts Week pupils 
produced work based on 
creepy crawlies. 

Year 7’s produced large scale wax 
resist pieces. Year 8.3A and 8.2A wrote 
some imaginative poems and completed 
some collage art work to illustrate the 
poetry. 8.4B produced some fantastic bug 
paintings based on Chuck Close.  Some 
Year 9’s worked hard to produce some 
chalk and charcoal drawings while others 
made some 3D bugs using mod roc. 
Well done to everyone who took part 
completing such creative work!

Miss Grey and Mrs Kearney

Manchester’s School 
of Art Degree Show
On the 19th June, 40 Year 10 pupils and 
10 Year 12 pupils visited Manchester’s 
School of Art Degree Show.

The exhibition provides the opportunity to see a 
range of disciplines such as Fine Art, Illustration, 
Graphic Design, Textiles, Three Dimensional 
Design and much more.

“I found the exhibition to be resourceful and informative. I have 
so many ideas for my next project”  - Sebastian Bamford, Year 10.

A brilliant day was had by all....Even though our bus did manage 
to break down on our way home! 

Art Department News
The artist 
Robert Indiana 
was the 
influence in 
these repeated 
images from 
9.9.

9.9 have worked 
hard on their 
painting skills 
and created these 
beautiful autumnal 
coloured creations

Well done 9.9!
Miss Grey

Autumn

Brew up! 

9.2 have made a 
cup of tea!!

The work was created by 
emptying tea bags and filling 
them with collages of Great 
Britain and sealing them with 
wax.

The images feature British sayings, anecdotes and achievements and were 
grouped together to make a giant cup of tea.

Fabulous ideas and work 9.2, well done!
Miss Grey

Crowning Glory

These beautiful crowns 
were drawn by 9.2 using 
mark making techniques.

The tonal creations lined 
the corridor of the Art 
Department giving it a 
very regal feeling!

Miss Grey
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Tesco Update 
The Art Department would like 
to say a massive thank you to 
everyone who collected Tesco 
Vouchers. The grand total is 
25,170 which is AMAZING!! 
Congratulations to 7EJ who 
collected the most vouchers 
during the two week Tesco 
challenge. They won a Royal 
Feast to celebrate the Queen’s 
Jubilee. 

With all the vouchers, the department has ordered 4 top of the range digital cameras 
as well as memory cards, tripods, and cases. Watch this space to see the fantastic 
photography work we will be creating next term.

World Architecture

Music & Culture
Year 11 exams were 
completed to an amazing 
standard.

The theme was music from 
another culture so GCSE Art 
pupils toured the world to find 
images, cultures, motifs and 
designs that 
they could use 
in their own 
work.

The posters 
looked 
extremely 
professional and 
reflected the 
rich diversity of World music.  They have since been 
displayed in the Music department

Well done Year 11

Miss Grey and Mrs Kearney

We	are	the	
Champions!

Watch	out	Stella	
McCartney!

The	designs	from	
9.9	show	the	
Olympic	images,	
logos	and	colours	
and	they	are	
.........well	....	just	
champion!

Miss	Grey	

Portraits To Be Proud Of

7.1A & 7.2B were set a task to recreate a family member in 
the style of Julian Opie. What fantastic work they did!! Louis 
Welch created his portrait from orange peel, shoe laces and 
buttons, while others explored other possibilities of collage! 
Your families will be proud!!
Well done,
Mrs Kearney

8.4A & 8.4B have completed these 
paintings of international architecture 
inspired by the artist Isabel La Roux.

The work features strong colours and simplified 
shapes against flowing skies It is really beautiful 
and the colour combinations are amazing

Keep up the good work Year 8!
Miss Grey

Art Department News

Wellington School
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Year 12 students have been creating a range of exciting 
products using a wealth of inspiration. 

All the products have been designed to meet the requirements of a design 
brief, client and target market. All these ideas have been presented in a 
design portfolio.  

The final outcomes have included 
fashion clothing, contemporary 
lighting and interior accessories. 
The work is truly impressive and 
made to a very high standard.

Excellent work Year 12, well done! 

Mrs Booth & Mr Fletcher

AS Product Design (Textile & 3D)

Design Technology News
Graphic Products 

The Year 11 Graphic 
Products pupils have 
produced some very 
professional 3d solutions 
for their controlled 
assessment projects.  

The examples show the many 
outcomes for the Milano’s pizza 
restaurant including packaging 
solutions, menu designs and menu 
holders.  The products have been 
designed from scratch with all 
images and designs drawn manually 
using computer software.   The 
pupils then cut out and assembled 
their designs by hand.   I’m sure 
you will agree that the outcomes 
wouldn’t look out of place in a real 
restaurant!     
Mr Travis

Wellington School

Year 5 Taster Session in 
Food Technology
Students from Altrincham CE Primary School came to 
experience the subjects offered at Wellington School.  
The food technology department introduced the 
students to designing and making a 
food product.  The students created 
designer cupcakes and decorated 
them beautifully. 
 I’m sure you will agree they did a 
fantastic job!
Mrs Ryan



London	2012
On	the	15th	July,	42	
Year	9	pupils	set	off	
bright	and	early	to	
visit	London	with	the	
History	Department.	

The	first	stop	was	
the	London	Dungeon,	
where	pupils	got	to	
learn	about	some	
gruesome	stories	from	London’s	past	(and	
witnessed	the	torture	of	Mr	Gerschler!).	

	Next	it	was	some	spectacular	views	of	the	
capital	from	the	London	Eye,	followed	by	
dinner	at	Planet	Hollywood.	Pupils	had	a	
fantastic	experience	as	they	stayed	the	night	
on	the	HMS	Belfast,	an	old	Navy	warship	
converted	into	a	museum,	and	they	really	got	
a	sense	of	life	on	board	for	the	sailors.	

The	trip	came	to	a	close	with	a	visit	to	the	Imperial	War	Museum.	
Everyone	had	a	fantastic	time	and	being	in	London	two	weeks	before	
the	start	of	the	Olympic	Games	was	a	great	experience.
Mr	Gerschler
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5Rs Week 
In the Summer term, Y7 & 
8 took part in a 5Rs focus 
week in English lessons 
based on the Olympics. 

The 5Rs learning skills focused 
upon in this week were Resilience 
and Responsibility. Pupils at 
Wellington are learning to make them part 
of their vocabulary as they grow to take further ownership of their own learning.

Each Year 7 and 8 classroom turned into a ‘market place’ for each team to represent their choice of 
country in obtaining the rights to host the next Olympics. Pupils from each group also became IOC judges 
and medals and prizes were awarded for the best stands, pitches, fliers and imagination! I even saw a Taj 
Mahal cake in 8.1a’s lesson!

Both the staff and the pupils massively enjoyed the week with excellent feedback being provided by 
pupils in the Department’s evaluation of it. What proved particularly interesting was that the while the 
pupils had great fun, they took real pride in the independence the 5Rs gave them to achieve their goals 
and their work allowed them to exercise other creative skills such as cooking, painting and designing!
Well done to all classes!
Miss Hitchens

English Department News

Absolute ‘Diamonds’!

Year 9 have been getting into 
the spirit of the Diamond Jubilee 
celebrations by producing 
creative writing for the Queen 
herself! 

Pupils had to write as if they were the Queen 
themselves on the day of her coronation. 
Each Year 9 set determined a winning entry 
to be sent to Buckingham Palace in time for 
the celebrations. As always, the competition 
was fierce but the winners were: Elizabeth 
Jones, Nathan Chandler, Matilda Bennett, 
Megan Buckley, Megan Girdlestone, Mia 
Radcliffe, Nicole Cooper, Jamie Halliday, Lily 
Burkinshaw, Lauren Ng, Daniel Clucas and 
Molly Bennett.

A massive ‘Well done’ to all involved!
Miss Hitchens

History Department News

Warwick castle 
On the 19th April, 60 Year 7 pupils had the 
opportunity to visit Warwick Castle with the 
History Department. 

The trip included tours of the castle and dungeons, a talk and 
display of different birds, such as eagles and vultures and an 
opportunity to look at different medieval artefacts. 

The students were excellent on the trip and had the 
opportunity to see many aspects of the class work completed 
on Medieval England in action. Well done Year 7. 
Miss Tidbury

Wellington School
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East Lancashire Steam Railway Gifted & 
Talented Reward Trip
On Thursday 12th July 30 year 9 Geography 
students, Mr Whitaker and Miss Fisher 
went to Bury to enjoy a day out in 
preparation for beginning their GCSE 
course in year 10. 

The sun was shining and the group took the Bury 
Steam Railway from Bury to Rawtenstall. From here 
they took a walk down the River Irwell to look at 
evidence of erosion, which was particularly bad 
due to the extreme weather lately. The pupils were 
amazed to see how much debris had been washed 
down the river in recent weeks 
and was now left on the banks. 
When the group reached Irwell 
Vale station they had lunch in the 
sunshine and then joined a group of 
primary school “evacuees” on the 
steam train back to Bury. A visit to 
the Transport museum completed 
the day where pupils dressed up in 
period clothing, drove a replica bus 
and built a bridge using a keystone.
Miss Fisher

Year 8 Old Trafford 

On	the	20th	June	the	Geography	
Department	took	90	year	8	students	
to	visit	Old	Trafford.	The	purpose	of	
the	visit	was	to	aid	understanding	
on	the	current	Geography	module	
‘Sport	and	Fashion’.

Once at Old Trafford the students enjoyed 
a classroom session from Laura Flint, a 
stadium tour which also involved visiting 
the players changing rooms and various 
other parts of the ground. We then went on a tour of the museum 
on all three floors where students took photographs of past glories 
as well as experiencing interactive activities. We finally went to the 
stadium mega store for some last minute shopping. The students 
all had a great day out and found it really beneficial for their 
classroom studies on the Geography of sport. 
Mr Whitaker

Year 10 visit to Timperley and Altrincham
On Friday 1st June the Geography department took 85 year 10 students to Altrincham 
and Timperley. The purpose of the visit was to carry out a shopping survey to collect the 
data necessary to complete their controlled assessment task for their GCSE. 

Mrs Harte, Mr Bacon and Mrs Evans, along with 42 year 10 students began their data 
collection in Timperley, whilst Miss Costello, Mr Whitaker and Mr East accompanied 43 
students to Altrincham town centre. Students carried out a shopping survey, asking 
members of the public questions about their reasons for shopping in Altrincham 
and Timperley, students also made a note of the shops that were at each place and 
took photos as evidence for their written work. Once this was completed the groups 
swapped sites and repeated the task.

The weather was kind to us and the students gathered all the data they needed to 
complete their controlled assessment write up. 
Miss Costello

Wellington School

Geography Department News

Tree of Progress
Students who have achieved a leaf on this term’s ‘Tree of Progress’ 
are as follows:

Miss Costello:
Year 10 Rory Coleman – Excellent progress throughout Year 10 in 

Geography
Year 9 Molly Bennett and Jemma Crosby – Excellent achievement in 

the Summer examination
Year 8 Emma Rodgers – Excellent effort and progress throughout the 

year in Geography
Year 7 Chloe Higgins – Excellent effort and progress in Geography

Mrs Harte:
Year 7 Amy Beardmore  – Excellent assessment results over the 

course of the year
Year 8 Lilina Butler – Excellent verbal contribution in lessons
Year 10 Jessica Allan – Excellent quality of work and presentation of 

work in exercise book

Miss Fisher:
Year 7 Isobel Wallis – Effort throughout the year
Year 7 Jake Howarth – Effort throughout the year
Year 8 Chris Bennett – Good verbal contribution throughout the year
Year 9 Jamie Stamper – Effort and contribution throughout Year 9

Mr Bacon:
Year 7 Ella Hardy – Huge improvements in attitude to learning.
Year 7 Lucy Taylor – Consistency throughout the year with effort, 

attainment and attitude.
Year 8 Olivia Smith – 100% in end of year examination.

Mr. Whitaker:
Year 9 Luke Aldcroft – Excellent progress with levelled assessments.
Year 9 Jack Tait – Excellent accurate verbal contributions.
Year 8 Harriet Ogden – Consistent effort and accuracy with classwork 

and homework.

Well done to all those who have achieved a place on the Tree of Progress 
and keep up the hard work!!
Miss Costello

The Geography department would like to 
celebrate the success of our most recent 
Geographers of the month.

The awards have been given to the 
following pupils: - 

March – Rory Coleman.  
Rory has achieved sustained improvement 
in Geography.

April – Olivia Smith. 
Olivia achieved an astonishing 100% in her 
year 8 end of year exam. An achievement 
to be proud of.

May – Mary Newland
Mary completed two outstanding 
assessments on Swanage Bay & the 
Demographic Transition model

June – Molly Bennett
Molly achieved an incredible 95% on her 
end of year assessment.

All winners can be seen on the Geographer 
of the Month notice board which is found 
outside Room 53 on the Geography 
corridor.
Well done on your success.

Geographers of the month
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Year 5 Humanities Days 2012 

Wellington School

The Summer term saw Humanities Events 
provided for Year 5 pupils from six local 
Primary Schools. 

Pupils were placed in teams and assigned specific roles including 
the Mayor, Police Officer, Town Planner and Architect. The focus 
for the event was Altrincham and activities included researching 
various landmarks and producing pictures and literature about 
those buildings. Many pupils found constructing the landmarks 
particularly challenging but the results were outstanding. Pupils were 
very proud of their three dimensional maps of Altrincham and took their 
models and leaflets home. 

The event was a successful way of celebrating our Humanities College 
status by bringing together so many curriculum areas including History, 
Geography, Religious Education, Citizenship, Literacy, ICT and Art and 
Design! Well done to all pupils who took part.

Mrs Chard

Maths Department News

Humanities Events

Making Smoothies
Pupils in Year 9 were after the perfect 
Smoothie!  Under the strict orders 
of Big Brad King, Managing Director 
of the Drinks Company Breeze, their 
mission was to design their own range 
of healthy smoothie drinks.  When 
one of Breeze’s main competitors 
launched a new range of drinks, Year 9 had to 
work hard and fast, to get their range of smoothies available to the market in one 
week.  They set to work, carrying out some market research before choosing their 
ingredients and designing their own smoothie.  They had to be careful to check 
that their calorie count was low enough for this healthy brand.  Pupils calculated 
the protein, fat and sugar content in their smoothie and then crafted some designs 
to make their product appealing to consumers.  They concluded their work by 
constructing an aesthetically pleasing packaging to help it fly off the shelves!

To test that they had created killer recipes that looked, smelled and tasted 
great, Mathematics took over 
Food Technology for a week so 
that pupils could sample their 
products!

All pupils worked exceptionally 
hard to meet the Managing 
Director’s demands and some 
designs were very successful.  Mr 
King was extremely impressed...

Mr Harpham & Miss Rigby

Year 11 Maths Revision Day and 
Year 7 Maths Olympics
Year eleven students took part in a revision day with a difference during 
May. Mindful of the prospect of examinations containing more problem 
solving questions, they set to work on a selection of activities where 
Mathematics was set in a variety of contexts.

One of these, for example, saw them revise work on angles and bearings 
before opening up the Ordnance Survey map of South Manchester and 
following a route from Wellington School to Old Trafford and some other 
local landmarks. On the way they used scales to measure distances, and 
learnt about conversions between miles and kilometres.

Other activities saw them working with algebra, area, perimeter and volume. 
Feedback from students was positive - a number made a point of saying how 
the experience had helped them learn or revise the topics on offer.

Meanwhile, during July, year seven students took part in the Maths Olympics 
at Wellington School. Co-ordinated by Ms Isaac, and delivered by a team of 

Mathematics teachers and classroom 
assistants, six teams of students took 
part in a competition, over a period of a 
week, at the end of which the winning 
teams were awarded bronze, silver and 
gold ‘medals’. Like their colleagues 
in year eleven, they participated in 
a variety of mathematical puzzles 
and activities - and are to be 
congratulated on the levels of team 
work and co-operation they showed 
throughout. Well done to all!

Excel lence in Everything
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Bonjour ! Ça va ? 
Every Thursday lunch time this year we have 
been to Cinéclub and we have watched lots 
of films in a variety of languages. We have 
watched Happy Feet in Icelandic, Space Jam 
in French, Alvin and the Chipmunks in Italian, 
Rio in Spanish and many, many more! It is fun 
to watch with your friends and you get a lunch 
pass to get your lunch early, you can even take 
it up to the room (as long as you don’t make a 
mess!) Cinéclub is great fun because the films 
are really funny and make everyone laugh out 
loud. Sometimes Miss Warburton even treats 
us to popcorn! If you want to join our club 
come along to Room 5 at break and collect a 
lunch pass. Hope you want to come, it’s great!
By Ryan Massicks 7NW 

MFL Cultural Project 
This year Years 7, 8 and 9 have been tasked 
with researching a French, Spanish or German 
speaking country respectively over a six month 
period.  

They were then challenged to create a project 
to show off everything they had learned about 
their chosen country.  All 3 year groups showed 
dedication and imagination to their task with 
topics such as history, culture, music, clothing 
and even chocolate in Switzerland, volcanoes in 
Nicaragua and why the French eat snails!!  8.3a 
were asked their opinion on their cultural project 
homework, this is what they had to say:

“This project let everyone show off many 
skills such as art, Spanish, English, design 
and imagination” 
Saskia Farrington

“It helped me learn about the country I 
chose and how it relates to the Spanish 
language”
Chloe Titterington

“It was really good for my reflective skills 
and I enjoyed being creative” 
Jacob Farthman

“It really allowed me to be imaginative and 
it was my favourite part of year 8 Spanish” 
Peter Mitrev

“I liked doing the cultural project because 
we can learn about how other people live 
and their culture”
Liam Rogerson

“We were able to learn about countries we 
might not study in school”
Liam Rafftery

Miss McShane

Modern Foreign Languages 
Department News

Our Spanish Trip!
On the 29th May the Year 7 Spanish club and some 
sixth form Spanish students visited La Tasca in the 
Trafford Centre.  We ordered three tapas each and 
the most popular dishes were albondigas (meatballs) 
and patatas bravas (potatoes with a sauce), then 
we all got a dessert of churros (Spanish doughnut 
sticks) with marshmallows, chocolate sauce and juicy 
red strawberries.  Our waiter was Spanish and we 
ordered all of our food and drinks in Spanish by saying 
“quisiera, por favor y gracias”.  We all enjoyed the 
meals very much indeed and would love to go back!
Emily Holt 7PA 

Boppard Visit

EL RINCON 
After completing our AS exams, the Year 12 Spanish group 
met at ‘El Rincón’ in Manchester with Miss Weeks and Miss 
Mille to celebrate all of our hard work during the year. 
We all looked forward to tasting the variety of flavours of 
the Spanish culture, as well as ordering our meals in our 
favourite language! The table was filled with a wide range of 
colourful dishes, from meaty paella to seafood salad - YUCK!! 
(All the more for Miss Weeks!) The authentic atmosphere and 
liveliness of Spanish waiters made the experience distinctly 
cultural and therefore all the more enjoyable. What a fantastic 
end to a very challenging year!
By Tori Roylance and Annabelle Speed - Year 12

Wellington School

We excitedly set off at 12am from school on the 5th 
July to head for the port of Dover.  Once in France we 
drove for another 9 hours through Belgium and part 
of Germany until we arrived in the beautiful town of 
Boppard in the Rhineland.  We were exhausted so 
headed to bed weary but happy and excited about 
what adventures were to come.  The following day we 
took a ride on the chairlift, where we got a fantastic 
view of Boppard and then headed to Marksburg castle 
and managed to become part of 3 different weddings!  
That evening we went bowling, which was really fun.  
The main event of the next day was the Lindt chocolate 
museum.  Entering through the large glass sliding 
doors, we prepared ourselves for the delicacies within.  
We excitedly received a free chocolate as we started 
our exploration of how chocolate is made.  

Watching real life chocolatiers, we couldn’t help but 
drool and watched dreamily as they created bars of 
chocolate in front of our eyes.  Afterwards we headed 
to the Cologne Cathedral, which was absolutely huge 
and housed the remains of the 3 wise men in a huge 
golden coffin!  That evening we played mini golf and it 
was clear that not many of us were very good at mini 
golf and almost all of us liked to cheat!!!  On our last 
day we cruised in the sun down the river, watching 
beautiful German villages go by and admiring all the 
castles high on the hilltops.  We then visited Siegfried’s 
Musikkabinett where we watched in amazement as 
these cabinets played music that sounded like it was 
coming from an orchestra!  That afternoon we had free 
time to wander the ornate street of Rüdesheim and 

spend any money we hadn’t spent on chocolate!  Back 
at the hotel we packed and had dinner before heading 
out for a delicious frozen yoghurt treat followed by a 
Quiz Night Extravaganza!  At 5.50am Tuesday morning 
we all dragged ourselves out of bed knowing we had 
to leave this beautiful town behind.  But not to worry, 
we’ll be back one day!  Thank you Miss Edwards for 
organising a thoroughly enjoyable trip.

By Hadrian Hughes (9SHM), Tom Punter (8SE), Lauren 
Hampson (9BD) and Oliver Keyte (GH)
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Year 7s getting to grips with Audacity

Awards Evening, Bridgewater Hall, 2nd July

Wizard of Oz
We are very proud to present the Wellington School 
Musical this year, which will be the Wizard of Oz. The 
casting has taken place for the lead roles, however 
all the new Year 7s can get involved by signing up for 
chorus auditions during their first week at Wellington. 
It promises to be a musical extravaganza with the 
Music, English & Art Department all joining forces. 

Unfortunately, the show will be on a limited run and 
will only be performed twice so make sure you get your 
tickets. Keep your eyes peeled for more information on 
this in your tutor bases.

Just follow the yellow brick road for a fantastic 
evening’s entertainment. We hope to see you there.

Extra curricular activities.
Last year saw the Music Department running 14 
different clubs over the course of the year. This 
included: Senior Choir; Vocalise; Year 7 Choir; WEST 
(string group); Wellington School Band; Keyboard 
Club; Music Technology Club; Music Film Club; Only 
Boys Aloud; Ukulele Group; Guitar Club; Chamber 
Choir; Jazz Band as well as Year 11 composition and 
performance sessions. There is no excuse to not get 
involved this year. Keep an eye out for the weekly 
Music Bulletin advertising all our activities for the 
week. And if there’s anything missing that you’d like to 
do, come and tell us.
Mrs Moorhouse

Music Department News

Year 9 – School of Rock
During their last Key Stage 3 unit of work the Year 
9s have been channelling their inner Jack Black to 
come up with some fantastic performances and 
arrangements of popular songs. The music corridor 
has been rocking to the tunes of Tinie Tempah, Gotye, 
Jessie J & the Loveable Rogues to 
name but a few.

It was fantastic to see you all 
working hard on performances 
of music that you like and enjoy 
listening to. 

Mrs Moorhouse  

During this school year we have been fortunate enough to develop the use of Music Technology 
in and out of lessons due to the purchase of many different kinds of technology. As well as our 
Recording Studio Suite we’ve also purchased a set of DJ decks and Room 18 now doubles up as 
our Music Technology room. 

We use a variety of different music programmes such 
as Sibelius and Cubase, but to help Mrs Moorhouse get 
to grips with technology Year 7s led the way using a 
piece of freeware called Audacity. They used Audacity 
to create remixes of different songs used for the 
Olympics, adding different effects and loops to create 
their own versions of the songs.

Mrs Moorhouse

Wellington School

Musician of the Year
Jamie Longshaw, 10AFR, was named as our 
Musician of the Year at the Awards Evening 
at the Bridgewater Hall. 

The trophy for this award was very kindly donated 
to us by Mr Peter Walker, a School Governor. Jamie 
was awarded the trophy this year for his outstanding 
musicality. He is a gifted guitarist who has a diverse 
taste in music.  He performs regularly outside of School 
with his band and has performed at the Wellington 
Talent Show every year since he was in Year 7. Here he 
is testing out our new recording suite.
Well done on your award Jamie.

A big thank you and well done to all 
the singers and instrumentalists that 
performed at the Awards Evening on the 
2nd July. 

We are incredibly lucky to be able to perform 
annually on the stage of one of the finest concert 
venues in the whole world and once again the 
ensembles did not disappoint. 

Wellington School Band showed their diverse 
performing abilities by moving away from the 
traditional repertoire to a performance of Adele’s 
‘Someone Like You’. They performed it brilliantly, 
and what you might not know is that they learnt 
all of the piece aurally – not a sheet of printed 
music in sight. So a huge well done to all of the 
band members.

‘Make You Feel My Love’ was performed 
beautifully by the Chamber Choir, showing that 
even though we have musical might by the 

bucketload, we don’t always have to use it. 

The performance of the year has to be the School 
Choir with their fantastic rendition of ‘Sing’ – the 
song written by Gary Barlow and Sir Andrew 
Lloyd-Webber to commemorate the Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee. They truly saved the best for last 
and even I was blown away by the power of their 
performance.

Thank you very much to all the performers. You 
made a fantastic event truly memorable.

Mrs Moorhouse  



Wellington School  - A U T U M N  N E W S L E T T E R

Excel lence in Everything

October 2012

Year 9 Interform Rounders
The Year 9 rounders interform competition dawned on a bright and sunny day in June. The 
pupils in Year 9 were well aware that it would be the last interform competition they could 
partake in, therefore many of them were eager to join in. It is safe to say that the Year 9 
rounders interform was an afternoon enjoyed by pupils and teachers alike; all students 
who took part, tried extremely hard and they should all be very proud of how well they 
performed. In the end, the clear winners were 9BD, they worked fantastically as a team 
and deserved their win! On behalf of all the pupils in the year group, I would like to say big 
thank you to all the teachers who organised this enjoyable event!
By Galaxy Henry 9LHS

Year 8 Interform Rounders
The weather was sunny and Year 8 rounders interform commenced. Although we had 
been hampered by bad weather Year 8 were out in a fighting force! Mr Little joined and 
played 1st base for 8KMY and he did an excellent job! Congratulations to Miss Seaston’s 
tutor 8CS who won the event overall. We all enjoyed interform and everyone who took 
part went away having learned something new, while also having a brilliant time. On top 
of that, there were some people showing off their new skills and even some competitive 
sides were beginning to show! Overall interform was a great success, with a big thank you 
to Miss McCarthy and the PE department who organised the event and well done to all 
students who participated.
Sophie Minsull 8KMY

Year 7 Interform rounders
This year’s second interform event was rounders. All tutees, both boys and girls, where 
encouraged to participate. It was thoroughly enjoyable. At first we were split into three 
different groups, so that we could get the heats out of the way, before the semis in the 
quickest time possible! Then the semi finals took place, where we were grouped according 
to our overall score in the heats. However, in my tutor’s opinion 7GFR should not have 
been allowed to participate because it was an all boys team! 

The rounds kept going on until we got to the finals and this took place between 7NW and 
7PA. It was a very intense match and there was a lot of tension between the two teams; 
also a lot of psyching out was taking place! In the end and only by a few points, 7PA 
won. Thank you to the Year 10 sports leaders for umpiring and helping out, all those that 
participated and all members of staff involved in the organisation of this event! 
Sarah English 7VRY

PE Department News

Having won the Trafford event, beating nine other schools, ten year 
7 students went to Sport City to represent Trafford in the Greater 
Manchester Summer Games. The event was opened by two DJ’s from 
Key 103 and Misha B also sang for us. We had one student who carried 
our torch, Scott Milner in a procession of all the competing schools. 
There were schools from all over Manchester taking part in rounders, 
athletics, football, tennis, netball, goalball and more! 

Each student had to complete in four different events: 100m, 800m, 
a vortex throw and the long jump. We didn’t win this time but we had 
great fun and Chayce Smith came joint first out of all the girls doing 
the athletics. We were so proud of her – well done Chayce!!

Miss Richards

Quadkids at Sport City 
representing Trafford

Wellington School Football teams 
set new records
Within Trafford Schools boys 
football, there are two main 
competitions -  the league and 
the cup. The league runs between 
September to October half term 
and the cup from February to 
Easter. Out of a possible 10 semi 
finals Wellington School reached 7. 
Year 7 and 10 were the outstanding 
teams reaching both league and 
cup semi finals, congratulations 
to all lads in those teams and to 
Mr. Sparkes and Mr. Tomlinson 
respectively for their  anagerial 
skills. Year 8 reached the cup semi 
final, Year 9 reached the league 
semi final and Year 11 reached the 
cup semi final. 

Unfortunately Year 7, 9 and 11 
did not win their semi finals but 
congratulations to Year 8 and 10 
who negotiated tough games to 
reach the finals. Mr. Tomlinson and 
the Year 10 team deserve extra 
praise for winning both semi finals 
and reaching the final. 

All the finals were played at 
Manchester United’s Carrington 

training complex. Year 8 played 
Altrincham Boys Grammar School 
in the cup final and were beaten in 
a hard fought game. Year 10 came 
up against Wellacre in both the 
league and cup finals at Carrington 
and unfortunately lost both games 
to a very strong Wellacre football 
team.

Congratulations and a big thank 
you for all the lads in all teams 
efforts and contributions to a 
fantastic season and here is 
hoping we can take it one step 
further next season. May I also 
take this opportunity to thank 
our band of loyal fans (Parents) 
for their support throughout the 
season.

Men of the Season:
Year 7: Jake Howarth
Year 8: Will Callaghan
Year 9: Chris Partington
Year 10: Jack Marshall
Year 11: Pat Crilly  

Mr. Tomlinson

Wellington School
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Year 10 Psychologists
Year 10 were lucky enough to attend an inspiring lecture about the Psychology of 
animal behaviour.  The talk enriched the GCSE Psychology syllabus for the pupils and 
was thoroughly enjoyed by all.

The core elements talked about were:
• Classical and operant conditioning (including phobias) and social learning 
• Evolutionary explanations of intelligence (including social behaviour and 

ecological factors) 
• Intelligence in other primates (including examples of self-awareness, 

communication and tool use)

After the lecture pupils were then left free to wander the zoo so they could carry 
out their own Psychological observations of Animal behaviour.  Pupils were asked 
to compare attachment behaviours across different animals and note down any 
signalling behaviour that they see being demonstrated.  Here are some of the pupils 
insights:

“Chimps look after their offspring and are very tactile  e.g. carry their offspring on 
their back and keep them close.  Other animals, such as the antelope, do not do this 
and let their offspring be more independent”  
Tamzin Aldcroft

“The lioness followed the male and tried to stay 
close to him.  Whereas the monkeys appeared 
much more independent from each other.”
Abbie Buckton-Perkins

“Chimps communicate in many complex ways 
non verbally just like humans.  They use facial 
expression body language and vocal sounds.  
e.g.  I saw monkeys bare their teeth; groom each 
other; copy each other’s behaviour; stand on 
their back legs to warn off others and stare to 
signal aggression.  It was really interesting to 
see.”  
Emma Dillon-Heywood

Pupils were lucky enough to see signalling behaviour up close and personal as they 
got to hear the warning hiss of a cockroach.  Victoria Underwood was even brave 
enough to stroke the cockroach to encourage it to hiss.

During the lecture pupils also got to learn about the relationship between skull size 
and intelligence.  They even got to hold some replica skulls to enable them to see the 
vast variation in size amongst different species of primate.
A great day was had by all!

PSHE Department News

Year 9 PSHE
Political party campaigns
As part of the Personal Social Health and 
Economic Education pupils have been 
busy working in groups devising their own 
political party campaigns.  

They had to research the main political parties, discuss 
what they thought needs improving about our country 
and devise their own policies.  They then had to write a 
manifesto and produce campaigning materials.  This all 
built up towards whole class mock elections where pupils 
had to secretly vote for the party they believe to be the 
most persuasive.  Fun was had by all and politics was 
brought to life!!   Parties even went as far as to produce 
colour themed cakes to represent their party during their 
campaigning - complete bribery!! 
Mrs Taylor-Crooke

Wellington School
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Science Club trip to Spaceport 
Wellington’s Science Club ended another exciting, 
experiment-filled year with a trip to Spaceport. 

Mrs. Brown, Dr. Lane, Mr. Wynne and a bunch of our members travelled to the Wirral 
to learn a little more about space. Whilst we were there we enjoyed interactive 
activities with the many hands-on exhibits and took part in a special Wallace & 
Gromit Moon Buggy making workshop. Pupils went for a ride in a simulator as well 
as learning about astronaut training in Spaceport’s Planetarium Theatre. The day 
ended with a trip in a Ferry across the Mersey and I am pleased to report that the 
Liver Birds were not scared away by our singing of the famous song. 

Thanks to everyone who made science club a great success again this year.
Mr. Wynne

     
Chester Zoo

Jodrell Bank review 
On Thursday the 21st of June 2012 a group of gifted and 
talented pupils in year 8 went to Jodrell Bank to have a fun 
and educational trip to further our learning about space 
and satellites.

When we arrived there we sat down in an education room and we were 
given a lesson about the planets and where they are positioned. We then 
went inside an inflatable planetarium and had an interactive lesson and 
talked about the history of them, why they are there, what they do and 
their temperature and other scientific facts.

When we finished inside the planetarium we were able to walk around 
an area and complete our worksheet, it was fun because we learnt about 
what it does and how it works.

We then spoke through listening dishes it was very fun to understand 
how the sound is able to transfer through one dish at one end of a 
field to another that is a long distance. Some people were able to 

whisper and the sound was still picked up clearly.

It was a great educational day and we would love to go again and find 
out more fun facts and information that we did not know before.
By Rachel Whyte 8(0)

Science Department News

On Thursday 5th July the Science department took 186 year 
7 students to Chester Zoo.  The visit was a chance for the 
students to use the knowledge they have gained during the 
year to investigate the adaptations and environments of 
different animals.  

The students completed work where they had to describe the animals 
adaptations to their environments as well as how they move, feed and socialise 
with other animals in their enclosure. Students were also asked to think about 
the moral and social implications of zoos and were asked to carry out an 
evaluation of one enclosure at the zoo.

Both staff and students enjoyed the day seeing  over 3000 animals from all 
over the world, we were also lucky enough to see some animatronic dinosaurs 
that are at the zoo over the summer months.

As a year group we were very lucky to have a sunny day in a very wet July.  
Mr Holmes

Wellington School
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Year 10’s World of Work 
Experience. 
In preparation for their work experience, an event was held in 
school on Tuesday 12th June, which gave Year 10 students the 
opportunity to liaise and work with employers from various walks 
of life. This event was in the form of workshops and each student 
experienced each area.

The whole purpose of these activities was:
1) To enthuse students about their upcoming Work Experience 

placements and to prepare them for the practical issues they 
will face.

2) To get students to think about the purpose and benefits of 
Work Experience - to gain an insight into the world of work and 
develop personal skills outside the school environment- not 
necessarily linked to future careers and vocational choices.

The workshops focussed on the following themes:
• Preparing for your Work Placement.
• Starting your Work Placement.
• During Your Work Placement.

Throughout the morning the students were able to ask questions, 
work through various scenarios, focus on priorities in the work 
place and health and safety. Hopefully the students were able to 
allay any fears they had in the build up to their week in the world of 
work.

It was a very worthwhile event and the students gained a great deal 
from the experience of interacting with employers and working in 
groups with their fellow students - as well as having an enjoyable 
morning.
Mrs Mackay

YEAR 10 WORK EXPERIENCE 2012
Approximately  240 Year 10 students took part in this 
year’s work experience programme, spending  the week of 
9th to 13th July out of school in various work placements 

By April, over three quarters of the students had organised  and secured their 
own placements either through parents, family friends or other contacts. 
The remaining students were able to choose a placement from occupations 
provided by E.B.S ( Education Business Solutions).

The extensive range 
of placements 
included Primary 
Schools, banks, 
accountancy 
businesses, 
hospitals, nursing 
homes, garages, 
dentists, Manchester 
Airport, retail, animal 
centres and veterinary 
surgeries, to name but 
a few!  Students were 
visited by a member of 
staff from school and 
reports were completed 
by employers. The work 
placements provided 
each student with the opportunity to ‘shadow’ staff, giving them some 
responsibility and experiencing the routines of working life. During this week 
the students were treated as employees and were encouraged to use many 
skills that perhaps they would not have normally had to.

The majority of students were based in the North West, whereas others 
found themselves placements in Oxford, Flintshire and the Norfolk Broads. 
Regardless of the location of their placements, the students thoroughly 
enjoyed the week and gained a great deal from the experience. The 
employers were extremely complimentary about them and some were even 
offered summer employment or future job opportunities.

Well done to Year 10 students and a huge ‘Thank You’ to all of the employers 
who gave our students such a valuable and enjoyable experience, it was 
greatly appreciated.
Mrs Mackay

Careers News

Wellington School
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School Bank News

The School Bank continues to develop as an 
opportunity for pupils to develop their financial 
awareness skills. It is open every Thursday 
lunchtime to all pupils in years 7-10 and is run 
by Year 12 and 10 Business Studies pupils.  
Currently Alex Pugh (Yr 13) manages the bank ably 
supported by Lucas Almond (Yr11).

Pupils are encouraged to deposit funds into their account on a 
weekly basis.  Congratulations go to Daniel Clucas 9DMY for being 
‘Saver of the Year’ since the bank has opened. Daniel has regularly 
made deposits each week.

Last term, Year 10 pupils took part in a poster competition, organised by NatWest bank, on the theme of banking.  
Manager of the branch, Steve Wrigley, selected 3 entries by Sophie Davenport 10AFR, Jack Oakes 10MME and 
Ellen McAuliffe 10GBN.  The overall winner, Sophie Davenport will have her entry on display in the local branch of 
NatWest bank as well as receiving a £50 Gift Voucher.  2nd placed Jack Oakes received a £30 Gift Voucher and 3rd 
placed Ellen McAuliffe received a £20 Gift Voucher.  All vouchers were kindly donated by NatWest Bank. 

Mrs Mackay

School Bank at Wellington School

Sixth Form News

Wellington School

Year 12 Life Skills Day - Friday 15th 
June 

The sixth form students 
enjoyed the second ‘Life 
Skills’ day of the year with 
a variety of events held 
in the superb sixth 
form facilities. 

 The themes for the day 
were centred on finance, 
road safety and alcohol 
and drugs awareness.  A 
number of visitors presented 
information and set tasks for 
the students to complete.  

Students have benefited immensely from these experiences as 
they prepare to embark on their final year in the sixth form. All 
students agreed that the advice given would be very beneficial in 
the forthcoming years as they complete their studies and move onto 
university or employment. 

Mr Cropper

Year 13 Prom - Friday 6th July 

It was time to say goodbye and wish all our 
Year 13 students the best of luck for the 
future. 

Staff and students spent a most enjoyable evening at the 
Marriot Hotel 
in Hale Barns. 
Students were 
able to celebrate 
their last seven 
years at Wellington 
and relive many 
of their memories 
over that time. 

The students 
are now looking 
forward to starting 
University in 
the autumn or 
pursuing career 
paths in full time 
employment. 
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A Huge Thank you...

...to the Parent Staff Association who co-ordinated 
fundraising during the last academic year, and to all 
parents, family members, neighbours and anyone else 
who contributed in any way. Monies raised by the PSA 
enable us to buy the ‘extras’ which are hugely appreciated 
by all the students.

We are delighted to show here a selection 
of pictures which represent the fruits of 
your labours for this last year; £6000 worth 
of Sports Kits which will be worn by all 
our School Sports Teams.  The new strips, 
only some of which you can see 
here,  include over 90 football tops 
and shorts; 7 goalkeepers’ jerseys; 
40 basketball tops and shorts; 10 
hockey jerseys and shorts; 25 running 
vests and 30 netball dresses…. and 
not forgetting other items bought 
through PSA fundraising in recent years 
mentioned over the page.

Thank you!

Wellington School

Year 10 - 11 basketball

Year 7 Football Kits

Year 10 Netball

Year 11 Football Kits
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Wellington School

School Council at Wellington School
School Council

The School Council is an opportunity for 
students to get their voices heard over 
issues regarding items varying from what 
they have for lunch to what happens in 
lessons.  The role of the council is to help 
teachers understand students’ opinions 
on the work set for them and also for 
students to propose ideas on how to 
improve the school in different areas.  
Some of the things which were improved 
last year include a complete overhaul of 
the School’s website and improving the 
safety of pupils around the school.

The school council works using a hierarchy 
elected by the current staff member in charge, this 
hierarchy is known as the Executive Committee.  
In this group there is:  the President, the Vice 
President, two Deputies, a Secretary, a Finance 
Manager and two representatives from each year 
group.  This committee meets one a week during 
morning registration to discuss ideas expressed 
by other students.  These ideas are often 
discussed further in the main meeting once each 
half term.  Anyone can attend these meetings and 
lots of teachers show up.  However there must be 
a representative from each tutor group.  There is 
also a representative of the Governing Body.

Last year as previously mentioned the council 
were set the task of redesigning the School 
website and they did a brilliant job!  After 
researching other websites the council created 
a website which can easily be used by pupils, 
parents and staff.  We also focused our attention 
on the safety around school, for example, we 
proposed a road safety campaign to help reduce 
the risk of accidents and we now have a crossing 
outside the back gate on Moss Lane which really 
helps!

We hope to have another excellent year in the 
school council and hope many of the new Year 7 
pupils appear at our first meeting!

By Jack Tait and Hadrian Hughes

PSA News

Christmas Fair - Sunday 25th November 2012

The PSA are holding a Christmas Fair on Sunday 25th November 
from 10.00am until 1.00pm in the Vale Hall.  We will have 50 stall 
holders attending the event, selling goods including hand-made bags, 
jewellery, cards plus many other products. 

The PSA hope you will be able to attend and support their fundraising 
stalls by providing items for the ‘Silent Auction’.  Parents who 
run a business could perhaps donate a service such as a free hair 
appointment, a morning gardening, tickets to a particular event or a 
gift item.

We would be most grateful for your donations 
which should be sent to the PSA via your 
Child’s Tutor.

If you would wish to sell your goods at our 
Christmas Fair, tables are available at a cost of 
£10.  For further details or information, please 
contact Mr Shaw at School.

PSA Family Quiz Night
Tuesday 16th October 2012
The Parent Staff Association is holding a Quiz Night 
on the Tuesday 16th October from 7pm until 9pm.  The 
evening is for all parents and pupils accompanied by their parents. 

We aim for the evening to be a fun and interesting event.  The topics for the 
questions will range from History, Music, General Knowledge and ‘celebrity 
rounds’ amongst other areas.     A licensed bar will be available for parents 
throughout the quiz.

PSA members will organise parents into teams if required, or you can bring 
your own team with a maximum of 6 members.  Medals will be awarded to 
the winning team and a raffle will be held during the evening.  Letters have 
been sent home with further details.

PSA Meetings - Autumn Term
- All Welcome

Tuesday 16th October - Family Quiz Night

Monday 5th November – 7.00pm Meeting

Sunday 25th November – Christmas Fair

Monday 14th January 2013 -PSA Christmas Meal 

The Parent Staff Association of Wellington School is a very active 
group.  We have been busy raising much-needed funds for various 
projects in School to benefit the majority of our pupils whilst having 
fun along the way!

Recently, funds raised have been used to purchase new kits for all 
Wellington Sports Teams and an additional minibus.  In addition, new 
bench seating around the School site has been installed for all pupils 
to enjoy and a portable sound / lighting system has been purchased 
to support School events.  The PSA have many other projects in the 
pipeline in need of your support.

To continue with this success, we need your help with ideas, in 
addition to help required to run events - or any other contribution you 
are able to offer, no matter how big or small.

We do hope you will be able to support the Parent Staff Association in 
some way and details of forthcoming events are listed below.

Mr Shaw
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Year 7 News
Year 7 Reward Trip 
The Year 7 Reward Trip was a short 
but pleasurable journey to the Trafford 
Centre where students had a day to 
remember! 
All students enjoyed Bowling, Laser 
Quest and a good old fashion ride on 
the ‘Dodgems’.  

Well done Year 7 for your hard work 
and effort this academic year!  
Mrs Booth & Mr Sparkes

On a wet summer’s day 150 Year 8 pupils made the short journey across to Blackpool for Year 8’s Reward Trip to 
the Pleasure Beach. 

If the students thought it was wet on arrival it was nothing compared to the soaking that they received from 
Valhalla! All students enjoyed the trip, almost as much as Mr East! Well done Year 8 for the tremendous effort 
demonstrated for this academic year!  

Miss Tidbury Wellington School

Year 6 Summer School
A group of Year 6 pupils were given the opportunity to attend Wellington’s first 
ever Summer School. The initiative, driven by government funding, was designed 
to help the transition from Primary to Secondary. From Monday 30th July to Friday 
3rd August students had the opportunity to complete literacy, numeracy, science, 
art and sports activities as well as meet fellow new starters as well as get to know 
the school site and some teachers. The students thoroughly enjoyed the week, as 
Rosie Coan’s write up will testify! 

Well done to all Year 7 who participated, it marks a promising start for the new 
academic year!
Miss Tidbury, Director of Year 7

Wellington’s Summer School was a fun and fantastic 
experience, during which I made lots of new friends. The 
sessions gave us ‘New Year 7’ pupils an idea of what 
Wellington is all about. The lessons were very exciting.   
For example, we did a mini ‘Dragon’s Den’ to decide 
which country would hold the 2020 Olympic Games. 
However, my favourite part of the week was our reward 
of a ‘Chippy lunch’ on Friday. Thanks Mr Beeley! 
Rosie Coan, 7 ACO 
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Year 11 News
As you know at Wellington we are always thinking about 
new initiatives which develop pupils’ chances of achieving 
examination success. In the Autumn Term, the Upper School 
team led by Mr Williams will be unveiling our ‘Assertive 
Mentoring’ programme. Pupil progress in Year 11 will be more 
regularly reviewed by staff who have very kindly volunteered 
to mentor Year 11 pupils.

Mentors will be keeping a watchful eye on their Mentees and pointing out 
their potential and guiding them through what will be a challenging year. 
Mums and Dads please don’t worry about the ‘Assertive’ aspect, that merely 
refers to the watchful eye and persuasiveness of Mr Beeley’s fantastic 
staff. Making progress and being aware of potential are essential in Year 11. 
Consequently the rewards scheme will be linked to pupils making progress 
whatever their ability. I will write to you with more details of the scheme, in 
the mean time ‘Keep Calm and Watch this Space’.
Mr C Williams

Year 9 News
The final version of ‘Celebrate 9’ was issued before 
the summer holidays.  

The magazine consisted solely of articles devised and written by the pupils.  The 
year 9 pupils saved the best for last with the most informative edition yet.  From the 
Doctor Who convention to the benefits of eating Monk beans, there’s an article for 
everyone!

Well done to all pupils who have had their articles selected for publication.  

Mr Travis  

Dates for your diary for the 
Autumn Term

Wednesday 10th Oct Sixth Form Open Evening

Tuesday 16th Oct PSA Quiz Night

Friday 19th Oct School closes for Half Term

Tuesday 30th Oct School re-opens to pupils

Monday 5th Nov PSA Meeting 7pm

Tuesday 13th Nov School Production ‘The 
Wizard of Oz’

Wednesday 14th Nov School Production ‘The 
Wizard of Oz’

Sunday 25th Nov Christmas Fair

Thursday 13th Dec Certificate Evening

Monday 17th Dec Carol Service

Friday 21st Dec School closes

Monday 7th Jan School opens

Year 10 News
Wellington’s Young Writers Win National Acclaim!

Wow! Members of Y10 have earned Wellington school a cash prize of £250 as a result of their 
contributions to an ongoing ‘Poetry Matters’ competition for Young Writers. The school came 
second nationally to earn this award. Pupils created poems using traditional forms such as 

sonnets and odes to describe settings, objects and people.

The prize was awarded for the collaborative brilliance of the entries so a massive ‘Well Done’ to: Emma Whitfield, Nathan 
Barnett, Ellie Mottram, Dan Burns, Charlotte Orpet, Katie Hammonds, Emma Dillon-Heywood, Jessica Allen, Jack Marshall, 
Jessica Lancashire, Sam Buckton, Drew Ward, Nathan Kent, Will Marshall, Bethany Roberts, Katie Firth, James Hackett, 
Jordan Niknejad, Holly Hunter, Harry Feldman, Amy Maguire, Joe Evans, Mike Slater, Jodie Gornall, Tim Wright, Sophie 
Dyson and Mark Storey.

Miss Hitchens

Liverpool Residential - 
Engineering

Following a Year 9 STEM day at School, 
I was invited to go to a 4 day Railway 
Engineering Residential Course at Liverpool 
University organised by the Smallpiece 
Foundation - all expenses paid.

There were 90 students on the course from schools 
all over England.  Whilst I was there we worked 
with undergraduate students to create a small train 
powered by an overhead wire and a bridge made from 
paper which could hold 80kg of a 6’3” Hollister model, 
who was also our group mentor and who studies at 
Edinburgh University.

We all stayed in the halls of residence and ate in the 
University cafeteria.  In the evenings we went into 

Liverpool to go bowling, had a movie night and a formal 
dinner with heads of transport companies to discuss 
our products, which was then followed by a dance.

I thoroughly enjoyed my time on the course and made 
some new friends.

Holly Owen


